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INTRODUC TIONINTRODUC TION

GroupGSA have been engaged by Cessnock City Council to prepare masterplans for existing 

sporting facilities that Council have identified the need to develop masterplans as basis to 

implement future upgrades of these sites. 

Carmichael Park provide open space and sporting facilities which serve communities surrounding 

the site. Carmichael Park is located within the south-western region of the Cessnock Local 

Government Area (LGA). 

Consistent with national trends in changing recreation, the community’s use of recreation 

facilities has continued to evolve over time. The need for quality recreation spaces to meet the 

needs of the local community remains consistent, therefore recreation opportunities must also 

evolve over time. Opportunity exists to establish Carmichael Park as a core sporting facilities and 

recreation destinations for the general community. There is also a particular need to address the 

accessibility throughout the site. 

The vision is to create dynamic and engaging sportsgrounds that optimises the potential of the 

local history, unique setting, varied topography, as well as satisfying a wide variety of recreational 

opportunities.

Recreation and organised sporting uses will be embedded into the sportsground and 

provide a diverse range of both structured and informal recreation opportunities, catering for 

increasing recreation demand and use by the general community outside of organised sports. 

The sportsground will continue to develop a strong ecological framework strengthening their 

contribution to the regional green grid and the ecological value this represents.
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MASTERPLAN OBJEC TIVES MASTERPLAN OBJEC TIVES 

The purpose of the project is to prepare masterplans for each site, based on rigorous site 

analysis, research and consultation to provide a long term masterplan for future upgrades and 

improvements. To the benefit of the local community and to enhance the liveability and recreation 

opportunities for the region.

The process of masterplanning is manifold and involves the synthesis of several layers of 

information. This process takes the design principles and the supporting strategies and organises 

this information graphically into a legible set of plans which breaks down the complexity of the 

exercise into more digestible portions. 

Each “Design Driver” or “Principle” is encapsulated on one or more plans.  These layers of 

information interact with one another, highlighting the complex but holistic approach to public 

domain design.  

A number of objectives which were highlighted in the brief have been identified for the project 

including: 

	− Consider both short term and long-term actions, along with ongoing Council asset management 

and servicing requirements

	− Evaluation of stakeholder requirements, relevant studies and detailed site investigations to form a 

basis for the masterplan

	− Opportunities and constraints mapping further inform design

	− Improve the livability, functionality and access to the parks and respective sporting facilities  
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REGIONAL CONTEX TREGIONAL CONTEX T

Cessnock is located in the Hunter region of New South Wales, approximately 52km west of 

Newcastle. Cessnock is the gateway city to the vineyards of the Hunter Valley. The Cessnock 

region is a rapidly urbanising centre. New residential developments, growing economies and 

beautiful landscape character has created an attractive place to live.  Over the past decade 

these social and economic developments have placed pressures on the existing open space and 

sporting infrastructure.  The upgrade and optimisation of Carmichael Park will see that existing 

and growing communities will be provided for well into the future. 
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SITE ANALYSISSITE ANALYSIS

Site Analysis

Cessnock City Council’s flood mapping shows flood risk areas limited to low lying areas within the 

secondary cricket oval.  The vegetation surrounding the eastern drainage swale is categorised 

as level 3 vegetation, translating to a medium bushfire risk.  There are no endangered ecological 

community (EEC) existing on site. 
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OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

Key Design Drivers and Objectives 

Access and circulation

A number of opportunities exist to improve access to and around the site by formalising vehicle 

routes and car parking, and providing new pedestrian paths.

	− Formalise vehicular access road and optimise car park capacity by providing a durable all-

weather surface

	− Provide secondary car park in place of existing tennis courts to provide for stakeholders

	− Provide loop paths for pedestrians and cyclists within the park, encouraging walking

Organised sport and recreation

Opportunities for organised sport activities have been identified as follows:

	− Provide lighting and upgrades to main and secondary cricket and football fields

	− Provide upgrades to football field

	− Improve or provide new spectator seating for formal sports

	− New combined amenities, kiosk and grandstand building to better address level of usage. 

Location of new facility to be considered to maximise connections to various facilities

Passive recreation / Informal sport

Opportunities for passive recreation have been identified as follows:

	− New rest stops and picnic shelters located throughout the site to serve a variety of park users 

and encourage use of different areas of the parks 

	− Formalise BMX Track for beginner, intermediate and advanced users

	− Provide multi-use courts near BMX tracks to create an active youth zone

Environment and ecology

Opportunities exist to build on the existing vegetation to provide increased habitat area and 

improved habitat quality

	− Protection and enhancement of existing important ecological areas, including consideration of 

management strategies to allow regeneration of natural communities

	− Water sensitive urban design (WSUD) installations such as biofiltration
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Masterplan Overview 

The proposed masterplan for Carmichael Park acknowledges the 

growing residential developments surrounding the park. Carmichael 

Park becomes a destination for passive and organised recreation with 

improved facilities and infrastructure. A new amenities building is the 

centre piece in Carmichael Park supporting all major sporting facilities 

and general amenities for the park. The tree canopy cover in the park is 

increased with a mix of native evergreen and deciduous trees providing 

shade and habitat value.
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Access and Circulation

New and accessible pedestrian paths connect the main sporting facilities and supporting uses 

within Park. Connections from the parks north, south and western boundaries encourage users 

to use the network of paths to access all parts of the park.

Car Parking

A mix of sealed, informal gravel and on street parking allow the park to accommodate game days 

and other events. The proposed parking layouts maximize the space drastically increasing the 

number of car parks available.  Tree planting within formal parking areas ensure adequate shade.

Lighting

New flood lighting within Carmichael Park maximize the usage of the sporting facilities. Lighting 

locations are shown indicatively and are to be resolved in future detailed design stages. Car park 

and pedestrian lighting is also to be resolved during detailed design stages to allow for safety and 

accessibility within the park. 
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PRECEDENT IMAGESPRECEDENT IMAGES

Formalise car park but maintain rural character BMX pump track or jump track

New loop paths around site for access Basketball half-court

Amenities Building Cricket Pitches

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENTSTAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Initial stakeholder meeting

An initial stakeholder meeting was held on Tuesday 24th September 2019 in Bellbird. The discussions was organised by Cessnock 

City Council and attended by Council staff, GroupGSA staff and members of the following community organisations:

	− Bellbird Cricket Club

	− Bellbird Junior Football Club

	− Cessnock Tidy Towns

	− Bellbird Park Bowling Club

The discussions were held in a round table, open format, with stakeholders invited to share their visions for the park and any wishes 

or desire of their organisation. The key issues and desired outcomes are summarised below.

Bellbird Junior Soccer Club
	− Lighting is a priority to allow for night games and training (200-250 lux) current lighting does not meet Australian standards 

	− Upgrades needed to spectator seating areas, dugouts and kicking walls 

	− Desire for lighting to secondary field

	− Fields are to be open and accessible to public and club 

	− Desire for perimeter fencing to secondary field 

	− Main field retained with 2 smaller fields within cricket oval and 6 small sided fields

Bellbird Cricket Club
	− Lighting is a priority to allow for night games and training 

	− Interested in expanding the club to include juniors

	− Need for increased storage space

	− New cricket nets needed 

	− Desire for fencing to secondary field

Cessnock Tidy Towns 
	− Stakeholders support BMX retaining its current position in the park 

	− Provide a space for local community to utilise for passive recreation with multi-use courts, picnic settings and BBQ offerings

Amenities Building 
	− Combined amenities building to service all clubs

	− Stakeholder interested in seeing a two story amenities buildings for sports viewing with 4 changes rooms, disabled toilets, storage, 

meeting room, kitchenette, function hall 
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